


The Governor
Karnataka State
Raj Bhavan
Bangalore
 
To Your Excellency
 
 
Sub : Saving the remnants of green catchment areas in Bangalore
 
We are a small community living in one of the few areas in Bangalore that is still open and 
green. Our layout Shubh Enclave is a residential layout bounded on two sides by 2 lakes and a 
mini forest.
 
In the few pages here, we have described why we need to act to protect these areas from the 
invasive tendencies of builders whose only aim is profit at any cost.
 
Here is a chance to take a wholistic view and ensure that urban planning  and “development”is 
far more than just glossy buildings. In this case buildings and homes without the basics : water !
 
If you read through these pages it would seem that these hasty plans approved in the CDP is 
quite like the blueprint for the international airport with no plans for a road to take the 
passengers there !
 
We look forward to a response from you. We will be more than willing to come forth for a 
discussion of what we firmly believe in.
 
 
 
 
Thanking you,
Yours sincerely,
 
 
 
Rajeev Manikoth Gita Pillai
President Secretary
 
 
 
Shubh Enclave Site Owners’ Association ( R )
Harlur Road, Off Sarjapur Road,
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We live in a layout on the outskirts of 
Kormangala called Shubh Enclave. Less than 

five years ago this was a belt that was largely 
agricultural, with villages, open fields, water 

bodies, etc. Within a short span, this whole 
belt has witnessed uncontrolled growth that 
has been steadily altering the nature of this 

locality.
 

We, like a lot of others had consciously 
sought to find place to build our homes that 

would have some degree of serenity and a 
semblance of what Bangalore was supposed 

to be : a green paradise.
 

Shubh Enclave, spread over 120 acres, is a 
private residential layout that has two large 
lakes on its periphery and a small forest belt 

adjoining the lakes. This small "haven" is 
probably one of the last surviving bit of green 

areas with water bodies and its attendant 
flora and fauna. Winter brings an astounding 

number of incredible migratory birds, for 
whom this is also a transient home. The 

topography of this area is such that all the 
rainwater flows down to the lakes, keeping 

this belt very green most of the time.



This is one of last few remaining areas in Bangalore that has 
retained bits of natural area like an oasis..

 
Isn’t it amazing that we can have a rainfed lake here, but no 

groundwater ?  But that is no surprise, since the network of 
canals that feed our lake system have been steadily destroyed 

by the unrelenting building activity around Bangalore. 
 

We can still restore this network if we have the will to do so. 
Catchment areas for collecting rain water must be saved.



We the residents of this area sincerely hope that we will 
see the wisdom of not losing this to the builders lobby.
 
Let our children not ask us why we let this happen. And 
who was responsible. While development happens, let us 
also save some areas for the migratory birds and the 
numerous small creatures that has this as their home.



As we are all well aware, there is an acute 
water shortage in this whole belt off 
Sarjapur Road. Communities like Trinity 
Acres and Trinity Woods which has been 
here since the 1990's have been getting 
water supplied by tankers. The official 
authority BWSSB has not to date been able 
to supply water.
 
Last summer has seen a severe drought like 
situation. In Trinity Acres & Woods, ( about 
240 familiy units ) water had to be on a 
strict rationed regime. Springfield 
apartments ( 13 floors with penthouses ) 
had the housewifes coming down to collect 
their share of water in buckets.
 
A Total Environment project here on Harlur 
Road had to stop construction work for a 
few  months, due to water shortage.
 
The tanker water suppliers found that their 
borewells were running dry and had to 
source their supply from far away places. 
With that came an increase in prices, which 
we all had no choice, but to pay. In our 
discussion with BWSSB, it was clearly told 
to us NOT to expect any supply through 
water lines for the next 10 years.
 
We would have to raise the query as to why 
are we in such a dire state ?
 
If the BWSSB is no position to guarantee 
supply of water, why are Authorities like 
the BDA, BMRDA sanctioning large housing 
projects ?
 
It is a fact that almost 40% of built up 
residential apartment projects are vacant  
and have no takers.



Sanctions for high rise projects are being granted, 
irrespective of the requirement of minimum width 
of access roads. Norms are being openly flouted in 

connivance with builders and sanctioning 
authorities. The builders do not seem to care of 
the "debris" they leave behind before they head 

for another area in the hunt for huge profits. High 
density projects bring with it the huge increase of 
traffic. Accentuating a situation that is already a 
nightmare in Bangalore. It has also brought in it's 
wake, the land mafia with its attendant problems 

that have started making normal life for us in 
these areas very difficult..

 
We sincerely believe that some areas of Bangalore 

need to be retained as breathing spaces for a 
randomly developing city. Bangalore has lost too 

much. This is a chance for us to do the right thing. 
Leave catchment areas free of intrusion from 
builders & developers. Allow only low density 
development like independent homes. We are 

stakeholders for whom this is our home and not 
just a business proposition.

We are not against development. All that we are 
hoping for is a sustainable model that would 
ensure some peace of mind. And at least enough 
water for our families.
 

This is a chance to do the right 
thing. Let us try and retain some 
of the very qualities that have 
drawn people here.
 
 

What are we
hoping for ?
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On behalf of the registered members of the Shubh Enclave Site Owners’ Association ( R )


